Opening Greetings 
4th Women’s Conference for WFWP, Europe 2010
Honorable guests, dear WFWP leaders and friends;

Good evening and Welcome! It is my great pleasure to be able to attend the 4th Conference of WFWP, Europe this year.

I would like to express my deep gratitude and love to Mrs. Martina Coombs, Mrs. Ingrid Lindemann, Mrs. Elke Franke, Mrs. Elisabeth Riedl, Mrs. Ann Schaffner and all those who helped to make this conference possible. I also wish to express my sincere thanks and welcome to all the participants for their coming in spite of their busy schedule.
WFWP was founded in 1992 in Seoul, Korea by the Co-founders,  Dr. and Mrs. Sun Myung Moon. In 1994, 1600 volunteer members from Japan volunteered to go out 160 nations to make foundation of WFWP. They strove to build a foundation for the culture of peace in various parts of the world, centering on motherly love transcending barriers of race, religion, culture and nationality.

Based on such continued efforts worldwide, two years later in 1997 WFWP was approved by the United Nations Economic and Social Council as ‘an NGO in general consultative status,’ and in February of this year, we were awarded the joy of having our status reaffirmed for the fourth time.

This is something to be proud of when we consider the fact that, among the 3000 or so UN NGOs, there are only 141 organizations that have the ‘General Consultative Status,’ and WFWP is one of them.

In early March this year, I went to attend the opening ceremony of the ‘54th UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) Beijing + 15.’ This was held at the UN headquarters in New York, along with a successful parallel forum and banquet hosted by WFWP.
The main theme of the 54th conference of this year, in particular, was the ‘Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,’ adopted at the ‘’95 Beijing World Women’s Conference.’ Namely, it was the implementation and the results of the ‘Empowerment of Women’ and the ‘Mainstreaming’ of women’s issues, over the past 15 years. 
It is true that since the ’95 Beijing Conference, many nations in the world have put much effort into implementing the ‘Beijing Platform for Action.’ Yet, it is also true that various calamities like the recent worldwide economic crisis and disasters caused by climate change have made the lives of women much more difficult and agonizing. There is still a very long and hard way to go before women can live in peace and equality.
Beloved women leaders,
Our challenge on this path must continue. If we women join together and continue to work hard with patience and devotion, then one day we will surely see the results of our efforts.
I can confidently say that we women, who are practicing lives of sacrifice and service with motherly love, to lead worthy lives ‘for the sake of others’ with the great ideal of ‘Global Village as One Family’ cherished in our hearts, are truly the leading figures in creating the new history of the 21st century.
I was born under the communist regime in North Korea, and experienced the biggest discouragement in life in the atrocities of war and the hardships of poverty. 
However, thanks to the help of God I met great teachers, the founders of WFWP, and came to realize what God’s will and vision in regard to humankind is. I came to understand what true value and happiness of life is. Through the activities of WFWP, I have come to believe in this fact more firmly than ever. 
Especially this year has been a difficult year – beginning with disasters in Haiti, China, the Dubai crisis, Poland, Iceland, Greece, even the submarine incident of Korea, all have influenced and threaten the entire world both physically and financially. With such tragedies taking place globally, the love and care of women, of mothers are needed more than ever before.  
At the most fundamental core of the will of Heaven is love, and the center of that love is the mother. The mother’s love is the driving force that overcomes and heals poverty and disease, conflict and war.

However, it is not an easy task to make a peaceful family, society and world of equality and beauty. It requires consistent conviction and courage, much effort and sacrifice, and sweat and tears.
Beloved women leaders and friends,
I hope that many wonderful and meaningful discussions will be held to further concrete results to put them in to ‘Action’.  Former Secretary General of UN, Kofi Annan stressed that there are already too many documents, proclamations and declarations in the world. Without ‘Action’, these are nothing, and now it is time to act.

I pray that your families and you yourselves will continue to live in happiness and peace! May God bless you always.
PAGE  
1

